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Centre of Puerto Rican Studies
The Centre of Puerto Rican Studies is a university-based research institute. It is the main mission to study and interpret the Puerto Rican experience in the United States. It also prides itself in collecting, preserving, and providing access to archived information and library resources documenting the history and culture of the Puerto Ricans. To complement these core activities, the institute sponsors a program that runs throughout the year for educational purposes and cultural activities (Rodriguez, 1990).
The Centre of Puerto Rican studies has had quite a huge impact on the Puerto Rican people. The first impact was felt when the Caribbean Connections: Puerto Rico came about. Rodriguez (1990) explains that it would not have come at a better and more urgent time. He further explains that about fifty years ago, a student movement made demands that, as a public institution, the City University of New York (CUNY) should reflect the New York City public school population. The majority of this population included black and Puerto Rican students. In the strike, they were able to force the CUNY administration to implement an open admissions policy. This was supposed to ensure that there would be a seat for every New York City high school graduate (Rodriguez, 1990). This was of great benefit to the people of Puerto Rica as since then, they were able to join the University of New York and get educated.
The movement also helped make sure that CUNY and other universities across the Northeast created Black and Puerto Rican studies departments and programs; this was helpful in that the departments would be able to effectively and critically analyze the Puerto Rican experience in the US.
A more emancipatory curriculum was developed. Its main aim was to expose and counter the racist ideas about Puerto Ricans that were dominant during that period and affected both the academic and mainstream discourses (Rodriguez, 1990). It had a major positive impact in that it acted as a corrective to the racist historiographies and narratives used to justify U.S. colonialism. Sadly, the racist narratives made the Puerto Ricans appear passive, culturally deficient, and unable to govern themselves.
Puerto Rican students acquired knowledge from the pedagogies in their department that helped lead them on the path of self-knowledge and critical consciousness and were empowered to work towards social justice. This enabled the students to go back and create awareness of the community and be more vigilant when fighting for their rights as human beings.
Rodriguez (1990) explains that the development of Puerto Rican studies was able to accomplish the goal of using the resources available in the university to improve the status of the Puerto Rican people economically, politically, and socio-culturally in the Diaspora and the Caribbean, as it was founded in the principles of self-determination and is deep-rooted in anti-colonialism.
Educators, school workers, and education scholars have constantly put in efforts to deal with students dropping out of school, low levels of academic attainment, alienating curriculum, poverty by the Puerto Rican migrants in search of jobs and proper healthcare (Rodriguez, 1990). They are working hand in hand to curb these issues to better the lives of the people of Puerto Rica.
In conclusion, the invention of the Centre for Puerto Rican Studies has brought tremendous improvement in the lives of the people of Puerto Rica as it has created awareness on the issue of racism and made the people more aware of their social rights, improved their status of living both socially, economically and financially. 
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